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sea gUardians 
painting for the Oceans 
sam, you are a productive and acclaimed 
artist who has won several awards over 
the years, including the prestigious 
archibald prize in 2010 for your portrait of 
comedian tim michin. With such a busy 
schedule, what motivated you to create 
an artwork for this year’s art for sharks? 

i have been really fortunate over the 
years to be able to make a living doing 
what i love. i have a chance to use the 
opportunities i have been given to make 
a positive contribution to the world and 
the oceans are a cause that i really 
believe in.

You’re also a sea guardian. have you 
always had an affinity with the seas?

it is an appreciation that has grown over 
the years. as a child i loved snorkelling 
around the coast of south australia and 
i considered studying marine biology. 
however, it wasn’t until i became aware 
of, and started following, the work of 
the census of marine life that i really 
began to feel strongly about the need to 
preserve and protect the oceans. this 
finally led me to contribute to the amcs.

science and the natural world are clearly 
a big influence on your work. can you tell 
us a bit about this influence? 

i am a big fan of science and the work 
that scientists do. science is a dominant 
force in contemporary human culture 

and we need to work constantly on 
our understanding of how science 
operates as part of our culture. modern 
science has been around for about 
400 years now. that is quite a long 
time, but compared with the hundreds 
of thousands of years it has taken for 
human culture to evolve it is a very 
recent development. it will take time to 
develop a deep understanding. there is a 
tension between the practice of science, 
science communication and the public 
understanding of science. 

With climate change this tension has 
taken on an unprecedented political 
dimension so there is a pressing need 
to understand the sources and nature 
of this tension. there is enormous 
potential for science to improve life for 
both humans and non-humans and right 
now we are completely dependent on 
the work of scientists for the world to 
remain habitable. so in my work i try and 
appreciate and understand some of the 
discoveries scientists have made about 
the natural world, while at the same time 
considering how science operates as a 
part of human culture.

do you think art also has a role to play in 
conservation of the natural world? 

i think it is a long game. i am not very 
convinced that art can change the mind 
of a climate change denier. if a peer 
reviewed journal article doesn’t convince 
someone, it is unlikely that a painting 
will. however, art does work on an 
emotional level and it can change the 
way that people perceive the world. i felt 
that in my own experience of looking at 
some of the incredible images coming 
out of the census of marine life*. if art 
can help to create a sense of emotional 
attachment to the non-human world, and 
get someone to see the oceans in a new 
way then perhaps it can help the ongoing 
work of conservation.

*the cOml is a global network of 
researchers in more than 80 nations 
engaged in a 10-year scientific initiative 
to assess and explain the diversity, 
distribution, and abundance of life in the 
oceans.

*Tiburonia granrojo (left) is a deep sea 
giant jellyfish that was only discovered 
this century. 

gary, what motivated you to support amcs 
and our work to conserve our oceans? 

We have long been looking to partner with 
an australian environmental charity that 
was staffed by passionate professionals, 
keen to make a difference.  i was 
fortunate to meet craig mcgovern, darren 
kindleysides, ingrid neilson and tim 
Winton at an amcs event and was very 
impressed with their passion and drive for 
marine conservation.

When the team at kingfisher Bay resort 
looked into working with the amcs – there 
were definite synergies between the work 
that we both do with the environment 
but also, given our proximity to the great 
Barrier reef, great sandy marine park 
and the coral sea, some nice synergies 
between the campaigns amcs was running 
focussing on the coral sea, dugong and 
turtles and our own environmental programs 
run with our guests.

it was a nice fit for us and very relevant 
given our businesses on World heritage-
listed fraser island.  Over the coming 
months, we’ll be rolling out some 
initiatives across our business to increase 
awareness about the need for healthy 
oceans, marine parks and recovering 
threatened species and look forward to 
increasing awareness amongst our ‘eco-
friendly’ guests about the valuable work 
amcs is doing in support of our oceans.

kingfisher has a reputation as a pioneering 
eco-tourism resort. can you tell us about 
your philosophy behind ecotourism? 

Our philosophy is to provide ‘ecologically 
sustainable tourism that fosters 

environmental and cultural understanding, 
appreciation and conservation’. kingfisher 
Bay resort was designed to give guests 
an enjoyable, low-impact, nature-based 
tourism experience – and we developed it 
20 years ago, when the term ecotourism 
hadn’t even been coined.  

Our vision and passion along the way 
has been to preserve the environment of 
fraser island and to educate our guests 
about its significance. the resort has been 
built to strict environmental guidelines 
and we support scientific research and 
sustainable tourism on fraser island.

You’re located on the shores of the great 
sandy marine park. What are some of the 
wildlife highlights of fraser island?  

fraser island is called k’gari by the 
traditional owners, which translates to 
mean ‘paradise’. the diversity of the 
island’s natural habitat supports a wide 
range of animals and is literally a paradise 
for wildlife lovers.

Bordering the resort on our western side, 
the great sandy strait consists of intertidal 
sand and mud flats; extended seagrass 
beds – which provide food for the local 
dugong population; mangrove forests; salt 
flats and saltmarshes, as well as coastal 
wallum swamps and freshwater melaleuca 
wetlands. the great sandy strait is also an 
exceptionally important feeding ground with 
over 20,000 migratory shorebirds as well as 
dolphins, dugong and sea turtles. Of course 
the big attractions in our nearby ocean are 
our migrating humpback Whales which visit 
every august till October and offer up some 
of the best whale watching in the world – 
it’s a must see!

there are so many pressures on our 
precious oceans. do you think that 
businesses can play a role in supporting 
conservation?  

One of the greatest benefits this country 
has is our environment. i absolutely think 
there is a role for corporate australia – 
and not just tourism businesses situated 
in World heritage wilderness – to play a 
role in the conservation of our terrestrial 
and ocean environments. initiatives 
directed towards reducing our carbon 
footprint; looking at the produce we 
serve and ensuring it is sustainable; and 
working to minimise energy consumption, 
and other natural resource use, are all 
vitally important.

thank you gary and staff for your support 
for our work to protect our ocean wildlife. 

if you are interested in your business 
becoming a part of our exclusive deep 
Blue Business supporter club contact us 
on 1800 066 299 or karenfurnivall@amcs.
org.au. We have a range of levels and 
benefits to suit your business.   

Guests at Kingfisher Bay Resort, Fraser Island. 

Granrojo, 2009 30cm x 45cm  
oil and resin on wood 

Tatias, 2009 30cm x 20cm  
oil and resin on copper 

the australian Marine 
conservation society’s 
deep Blue Business 
supporter program is 
designed to form lasting 
partnerships with like-
minded businesses and 
their staff. We were 
recently delighted to 
welcome Kingfisher Bay 
resort as new platinum 
Business supporters. this 
pioneering eco-resort is 
situated on World Heritage-
listed fraser island and 
has been operating as 
a genuine ecotourism 
business for two decades. 
We recently interviewed 
the Managing director, 
gary smith to find out more 
about his philosophies and 
motivations with Kingfisher 
Bay resort. 

sam Leach is an 
acclaimed australian 

artist who won the 
esteemed archibald prize 
in 2010 for his portrait of 

comedian tim Minchin. 
sam is also a treasured 

aMcs sea guardian, and 
we’re very excited to 

announce that he’ll be 
donating a painting to our 
2012 charity art auction, 

art for sharks. KingfisHer  
Bay resort 
supporting our oceans 

Kingfisher Bay Resort 
Managing Director,  
Gary Smith. 


